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CONFIDENTIAL LENINGRAD 00254 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, CSCC, UR 

SUBJECT: TRIAL OF IVANGOROD RELIGIOUS SAMIZDAT GROUP 

REF: 77 STATE 291958 

1 . ZNANIE LECTURER ON CONTEMPORARY SECTS AND THEIR 
IDEOLOGY ON JANUARY 23 CONFIRMEDTHAT THERE WAS INDEED A 
TRIAL OF A RELIGIOUS GROUP IN IVANGOROD IN LENINGRAD 
REGION ABOUT ONE MONTH AGO. THE TRIAL WHICH TOOK PLACE 
INKINGISSEP INVOLVED FOUR PEOPLE ACCUSED OF AN UNLAWFUL 
INTENT TO PUBLISH UNDERGROUND RELIGIOUS MATERIALS . ONE OF 
THE FOUR WAS IDENTIFIED AS A CERTAIN KOOP (FNU) 

(PRESUMABLY DAVID KOOP PER REFTEL) SAID TO BE OF GERMAN 
EXTRACTION WHO WAS BORN IN 1928. THE OTHERS WERE UNIDEN- 
TIFIED YOUNG PERSONS. 

2. THE GROUP, WHICH WAS REPORTED TOHAVE ON HAND A 
QUANTITY OF MONEY APPARENTLY COLLECTED FROM BELIEVERS, 
REPORTEDLY HAD ATTEMPTED TO SET UP A PRESS AND INTENDED TO 
PUBLISH A JOURNAL OF ANTI-SOVIET CHARACTER AND TO REPRODUCE 
OVERSEAS LITERATURE. ONE OF THE GROUP'S PURPOSES WAS 
APPARENTLY TO PROVIDE MATERIAL FOR UNDERGROUND RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOLS FOR CHILDREN, THE FOUR PERSONS WERE CONVICTED 
UNDER FOUR DIFFERENT ARTICLES, THE ARTICLES WERE 104, 
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PAGE 02 TUNING 00254 262122Z 

145, 127, 191 FOR THEIR ILLEGAL INTENTION TO PUBLISH FOR- 
BIDDEN MATERIAL AND FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF UNDERGROUND SUNDAY 
SCHOOL AND APPARENTLY FOR ANTI-SOVIET AGITATION. THEY 
WERE SENTENCED TO THREE YEARS AND SIX MONTHS. 

3. IN LIGHT OF LECTURER'S ORTHODOX COMMUNIST VIEW ON 
RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS, IT IS INTERESTING THAT SHE REMARKED 
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THAT THEY WERE APPARENTLY GOOD FELLOWS AND BEHAVED THEM- 
SELVES WELL AT THE TRIAL BUT THAT "CRIME IS CRIME." 

4. CONGRESSMAN DRINAN INTERESTED. BUCHANAN 
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